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Theepachelvan Piratheepan
No: 390,

Ananthapuram East,
Kilinochchi,

Sri Lanka,

16.07.2024

The Director General,
UNESCO

Respected Madam,

[ am a Tamil author from Sri Lanka. I hail from Kilinochchi and was born and raised during
the war in Sri Lanka. I completed my university education and work as a teacher. | found
my calling as a writer during and because of the war. 1 was driven to write about the
tragedies of the war, and the human rights violations that my community faces. I was not
motivated by fame or income, and my writings emerged as the witness and final voice of
the human lives being destroyed or disappeared around me.

My first book of poetry, titled ‘The Child Born in the Bunker,’ was published in 200%. My
first novel. ‘Memorial Stone” spoke of the life and battle a mother takes up in memory of
her son, who had died fighting for their rights. My second novel, titled *Terrorist,” deals
with a young man who was orphaned during the war, but goes on to university, determined
not to give up on his education, and becomes leader of the student union, only to be shot
by the army. Under the guise of questioning whether my novel *Terrorist” tries to inspire a
resurgence of the LTTE, the government’s Prevention of Terrorism unit placed me under
interrogation. This interrogation took place for around two hours. Before this incident, 1
had been interrogated for three hours on another occasion by the Prevention of Terrorism
division about a book launch I had organized. They asked me if the characters in my story
were real. Who is Maran, the protagonist of the novel? Where is he? They asked, as they
interrogated me.

Sri Lanka has a troubled history of murdering journalists and authors. Our freedom of
opinion is shackled and suppressed. Under these circumstances, my arrest and interrogation
by _lhc Prevention of Terrorism unit threatens not only me and my family, but also other
artists like me. It is important for the future peace and prosperity of this island that we write
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literature about the losses. the sacrifices and the experiences of our people during the Sn
Lankan government’s battle for domination, and in the fight for our rights,

The art and literature of any nation is the inheritance and wisdom of the whole world. So.
any attempt to suppress literature that arises from the history and bitter events of the past
Is a suppression of a form of knowledge. Pressure is exerted on minority Tamil authors
even in the middle of an economic crisis. I ask that you put pressure on Sri Lanka to cease
the harassment that continues even fifteen years after the end of the war, As you appreciate
the traditional culture and art of the island of Sri Lanka, | humbly hope and ask that you
also consider safeguarding the freedom to write and the freedom and stability of the Tamil
people.

Theepachelvan Piratheepan
(Passport No: N9196697)

Copies
01. Govt. Agent, Kilinochchi district

02, Hon S. Shritharan, Member of Parliament, Jaffna district
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