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Stephen Kinnock

Member of Parliament for Aberavon
House of Coommons, London SWiA oAA
Tel: ozo 7219 8801

The Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
King Charles Street

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2AH

27 May 2021
Dear Lord Ahmad,
Re: General Shavendra Silva

I am writing to urge you to sanction Commander of the Sri Lankan Army General Shavendra Silva under
the terms of the British Government's Global Human Rights Sanctions regime (otherwise known as the
Magnitsky sanctions regime).

General Silva's direct involvement in gross human rights violations has been extensively documented by
a number of organisations, including the International Truth and Justice Project - Sri Lanka (ITJP). You
will presumably be aware of the fact that the ITIP submitted a 50 page dossier to the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office on 9 April 2021, in which evidence of the human rights abuses
perpetrated by General Silva are meticulously set out.

The evidence which has been compiled by the ITIP and sent to the FCDO focuses on the campaign in the
north of S Lanka, during the final phase of the war that lasted from early 2008 to the end of the war in
May 2009, Based on the evidence collected and reviewed by the ITIP, experts believe that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that the Sri Lankan Army, including the 58 Division, conducted intentional
and indiscriminate attacks against the civilian population in inter alia Kilinochchi, Puthukkudiyiruppu
(PTK), Ampalavanpokkanai (Pokkanai), Putumattalan, Valayanmadam and Mullivaikkal that resulted in
extensive civilian casualties and thus violations of the right to life.

The abuses that are detailed in the submission can be summarised as follows:

= violations of the right to life through bombardment (including the use of white phosphorus and
cluster munitions);

= summary executions of surrendees in May 2009, as well as violations of the right not be
subjected to torture, (including allegations of rape and other forms of sexual violence);

* deliberate attacks on civilians including women, children and the elderly, with many of the
attacks also directed against specially protected persons under international humanitarian law,
such as medical and religious personnel and persons hors de combat.

The ITJP submission presents facts which they state are corroborated by a variety of sources, including
the UN Panel of Experts, OISL, reports of non-governmental organisations and most notably, eye-

Constituency Office:
Unit 2 Water Street Business Centre, Water Street, Port Talbot, SA12 6LF
Telephone: 01630 6g7660 Email: stephen. kinnock. mp@ parliament.uk
Website: www.stephenkinnock.co.uk
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