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Stephen Kinnock

Member of Parliament for Aberavon
House of Commons, London SW1A oAA
Tel: oz2o 7219 8801

Nigel Adams MP
Minister of State for Asia
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office
King Charles Street
Whitehall
London
SW1A 2AN
08 March 2021

Dear Nigel,
RE: UK's Draft Resolution on Sri Lanka for the UNHRC

| am writing to express my concerns about the draft resolution on Sri Lanka that the FCDO
has tabled for approval by the UN Human Rights Council on 24 March.

As the ‘penholder’ on 5ri Lanka the UK government has a particular responsibility to
demonstrate moral and political leadership on this matter, but unfortunately it is clear
judging by this draft resolution you are failing to rise to the challenge.

The draft resolution is too vague and insufficiently robust, in terms of both its content and
its tone. It fails to reflect the extent of the devastating impact of the human rights abuses
that have been perpetrated in Sri Lanka, and it also falls far short of what is required in
terms of tangible action.

Our more specific concerns about the draft resolution are as follows:

1. It fails to incorporate the recommendations made by the High Commissioner in her
report of 27 January 2021. We should be supporting the High Commissioner’s view that
the principles of universal or extraterritorial jurisdiction apply, and that states should
pursue investigations and prosecutions in their national courts. The alleged crimes of
the Sri Lankan government and military clearly fall within the scope of international
human rights and international humanitarian law, so it follows that there is a clear legal
basis for international action. Moreover, it is beyond doubt that the Sri Lankan
government and military will continue to deny, delay and evade accountability. Will the
UK government therefore amend the draft resolution, to confirm that the principle of
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